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Table 1. Statistics of meteorological elements from five

station at piedoment of Mt.Altay
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Table 2. Number and type of glaciers in Mt.Altay
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Fig. 1. Glacial geomorphological map of Halasi river source
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Fig. 2. Snow stratification profile of the upper part

of firn basin in Ilalasi glacier
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Table 3. Daily mean net ablation value at various

cross sections on Halasi glacier
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Figs 4. Curve showing relationship between daily mean ablation

depth and elevation of Halasi glacier
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Fig. 5., Ice formation zone of the left branch of Halasi glacier
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Fundamental Features of Modern Glaciers
in the Altay Shan of China

Wang Lilun,Liu Chaohai, Kang Xingcheng and You Genxiang

(Lanzhou Institute of Glaciology and Cryopedology, Academic Sinica)

Abstract

The glacierized area in the Altay Shan is at the highest latitude
(45°47'—49°10'N) in China. In Chinese Altay. there are totally 416 glaciers
with an area of 293.2 km® and an estimated ice storage of 16.49 km?®.
The largest valley glacier is called Halasi glacier (5A255E21), 10.8 km
long with an area of 30.13 km?® and its terminus descending to 2416 m.
The Halasi glacier is characterized by plentiful accumulation in cold
scason, strong ablation in warm season, higher ice temperature in active
layer, and large velocity of glacial movement, features different both
from the maritime glaciers in southeast Xizang (Tibet) and from the
extreme continental glaciers in Qilian Shan, but similar to the glaciers in
western Tian Shan, which belong to the subcontinental type with dominant

replenishment in cold season.



