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Recent Glacier Development and Climate

Changes in the Tianshan Mountains of China
Hu Ruiji

( Xinjiang Institute of Geography, .lcademiaq Sinica)
Abstract
According to the latest inventory of glaciérs, there are 8300
modern glaciers in the Chinese portion of the Tianshan Mountains
with a total area of 9192,43km%and a total ice volume of 1010,5km?,
These glaciers are mainly distributed over large and high mounta-
" ins above 5000m a,s,l in the western part of the mountains, East-
ward, the number and the size of glaciers decrease,Investigation
and th‘e successive fixed-position observations on Glacier No,1 at
"‘thé headwater of the Urumgqi River both show that the modern gl-
) - { on page 56)
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Dissipative Structure Theory and
(Geography system
Fang Chuangling

( Geography Degartment of Northwest Unjversity)

Abstract

With the elementary view of Dissipative Structure Theory this
paper discusses geography system as dissipative structure which
has four vital characters—geography system is a open system, an
unbalance system, a system of which all elements have complicted
nonlinear function each other.dynamic up—down system,The ulti-
mate aims of the research at making geography system play fixed

role in society and economy,
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( from page 14)

acier are generally in the stage of retreating,Dendrochronological
analysis indicate that glaciers in the Tianshan Mountains are in

the third dry-and-warm cycle since the Little Ice Age, i,e, the
glaciers are now in the state of retreating, And prospectively, the

climate will tend to increase the precipitation at about year 2000,



