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Table 1 Annual mass banlance of the Glacier No.1 at the Headwaters of the Urumgi River for 1996 / 1997 and 1997 / 1998
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A Strong Negative Mass Balance Recently Appeared in the Glacier No.1

at the Headwaters of the Uriimqi River
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Abstract: Based on the observation in 1996 / 1997 and
1997 / 1998, mass balances of the Glacier No.1 at the
Headwaters of the Urumqi River were calculated as
—853.0 mm and —789.9 mm. Since 1959, the negative
value of mass balance in 1996 / 1997 has been the

maximum, next to that in 1997 / 1998, By analyzing
air temperature and precipitation in the region, it is
found that the main factor resulting in this phenome-
non is abnormal tempcerature, especially the abnormal

summer temperature.
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