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Abstract: T he characteristics of the contentsof 16 elenents (Ca, K,Na,M g, Fe,M n, Zn,
Cu, Co,Ni, Sr, Pb,Cd,A g,Li,Cr) in 35 plant species in alpine periglacial environments
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collected from the source area of U rumqi River w ere investigated The average content
of Caw as higher than 5 000 ug/g, that of K,M g,N a and Fe ranged betw een 1 000 and 5
000 ug/g, and that of Zn,M n, Sr,Cr and Pb ranged betw een 10 and 200 ug/g, and that of
Cu,A g, Co,Li,Cd and Niwere less than 10 ug/g Themain character of the elenent
contentsw as of the Ca> K type The elanent contentsof Fe, Sr,M n,Cr and Cd in most
plant geciesw ere higher than average natural contents and the low est content of Cu of
altifrigetic subnival vegetation was low er than that of terrestrial vegetation need The
sequence absrbing elanents of alpine meadow, alpine cushion vegetation and alpine
talusplant ecies in periglacial environments from three vertical distribution zonesw as
consistent and that was Ca> K. Na>M g> Fe> M n> Zn> Sr. The elenent contents of
CaandNa in alpine talus plant gpeciesw ere higher than that of other two zones and it
had low er content of K. Therew ere greater differences in the elenent contents of plant
gecies wllected from different zones The results showed that altifrigetic subnival
vegetation had the characteristics to adapt to geographical environments
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Table 1 Summary statisticsof the contents (ug/gDW ) of elements in 35 altifrigetic
subnival vegetation collected from the surce area of Tianshan U rumqi River
Ca Mg Na K Fe Zn Mn Cu
1 2412 1127 727 2634 1134 5 81 66 53 04 16 03
2 1050 387 6 312 4 1650 126 2 12 02 9 45 365
3 11900 4466 447 2 5956 2235 5 49 36 72 27 79
4 6696 4544 471 2 2664 2832 3 47 49 81 6 10 73
5 21000 4550 8406 650 756 256 6 220 13 67
6 29500 4776 12800 123 1327. 5 51 81 2976 9 46
7 6300 3770 335 8 4166 546 6 85 36 35 88 12 2
8 11900 4994 409 2 6246 765 3 31 38 63 5 97
9 6994 4646 391 4 4146 1241 6 49 3 66 24 6 16
10 4528 2572 378 2660 536 100 58 4Q 48
11 10800 4134 459 8 9756 711 3 32 85 108 9 573
12 21180 3478 7755 156 1289 6 38 57. 6 52
13 6130 4864 373 4 6968 764 77 45 1 47. 6 3 89
14 5788 4386 339 4 5130 13092 3 39 84 41 77 371
15 20420 3442 12500 106 5 404 91 63 9 74 49 352
16 5538 4140 301 4 5500 302 9 68 3 45 3 5 22
17 3028 4866 445 4692 685 1 74 9 791 95 4 73
18 9378 3982 546 5 4704 272 8 70 32 39 6 63
19 7972 4610 5036 5912 817 9 106 2 484 6 76
20 5094 3922 1216 5594 441 6 103 97 43 6 4 28
21 5228 4454 1572 6348 1069 4 83 3 113 7 711
22 6172 4258 390 5892 499 6 64 67 60 1 5 67
23 3958 4852 870 6042 312 3 94 6 28 99 5 96
24 2938 1053 954 4 5298 312 1 69 89 123 9 5 96
25 4198 4700 373 5608 1098 2 11 51 78 69 5 09
26 4750 4202 526 8 6000 1620 3 56 65 54 3 6 6
27 9398 4660 370 8 5304 1044 4 53 01 25 96 3 96
28 3848 429 421 8 5770 620 1 82 68 27 43 4 77
29 1299 987 8 450 8 4214 335 6 52 58 41 75 6 96
30 3556 4496 380 2 6962 1434 4 82 3 34 32 6 24
31 5680 4422 692 5716 4364 7 78 22 146 6 8 73
32 4144 4716 424 4 5680 6546 63 35 146 6 331
33 10340 4466 890 8 6936 477 86 81 81 42 08 T 47
34 13980 5252 2308 10424 986 83 46 11 36 65 4 34
35 12780 5816 4008 5814 1582 6 48 92 46 48 7 67




1066 20
1 Continued table 1
Ag Pb Cd Sr Ni Co Cr Li
1 Q 69 75 94 6 49 13 74 6 11 4 58 12 6 Q 69
2 Q 18 7 52 122 54 149 149 4 05 Q11
3 Q51 11 85 513 59 24 9 08 6 71 12 64 134
4 1 341 307 24 52 8 81 6 13 17. 76 172
5 10 35 126 67 23 33 90 36 67 33 33 12 Q 33
6 166 15 88 4 16 110 1 10 97 8 32 11 7 1 06
7 Q 45 8 71 314 27 2 871 4 88 101 Q7
8 Q72 10 75 3 98 43 4 6 37 5 97 11 15 Q6
9 0 8 86 27 19 26 6 93 5 39 12 32 1
10 0 22 6 4 44 14 14 9 2
11 Q34 10 31 42 68 76 9 55 6 49 11 5 Q 57
12 Q 52 12 36 91 6 84 76 11 6 Q 84
13 Q 16 9 37 311 8 56 6 22 5 06 11 28 Q 47
14 Q 16 9 67 348 22 8 5 42 4 25 12 38 Q 81
15 Q 15 10 21 4 54 97 93 87 6 43 10 21 Q 45
16 0 41 51 4 15 13 2 49 377 10 18 Q 19
17 0 11 83 315 15 77 71 591 11 83 105
18 0 8 46 331 38 65 5 89 515 9 94 Q11
19 0 10 74 5 57 34 61 7 96 5 97 11 Q8
20 0 15 97 4 28 26 48 4 28 4 28 10 51 Q 51
21 0 13 8 3 95 14 2 79 6 71 11 85 Q 59
22 132 13 2 378 20 8 5 67 529 11 7 113
23 139 12 71 3 57 31 19 477 477 11 52 Q 48
24 Q71 11 91 4 37 11 12 516 397 10 72 Q 04
25 137 16 8 4 31 18 79 47 5 48 12 53 Q 98
26 Q 16 14 36 4 27 19 4 6 6 5 82 11 64 11 25
27 31 65 16 62 4 75 49 85 6 73 554 10 68 Q 59
28 103 13 12 477 21 07 6 67 5 57 10 73 4 37
29 0 8 51 387 6 19 4 64 387 11 21 Q 39
30 Q 47 12 87 4 68 16 38 78 39 11 7 Q9
31 0 18 99 7. 59 13 15 14 74 7 97 14 43 273
32 0 19 92 5 58 13 15 14 74 6 77 18 33 4 3
33 0 13 77 551 32 25 7 47 398 10 62 Q 04
34 0 17. 73 5 52 52 02 7. 88 59 9 85 Q 59
35 0 Q74 7 19 46 91 6 71 12 94 Q72
1 ;2 ;3 V4 ;B ;6 A ;8 ;9
;10 ;11 ;12 ;13 ;14 ;15 ;16
017 ;18 ;19 ;20 ;21 ;22 ;23 ;24 ;28
; 26 ;27 ;28 ;29 ;30 ;31 ; 32 ;
33 ;34 ; 35

Note 1 Gentiana squarrosa; 2 K obresia capillif olia; 3 Chrysogp lenium nudicaule 4 Saussurea pygmaea; S Saussurea

involucrata, & L agaosis flava;, 7 Thalictrum alpinum; 8 Rhodiola coccinea; 2 Callianthenum alatavicum,

10 Pedicularis rhinathoides sg. labellata; 11 L eontgpodium nanum; 12 D racocgphalum imberbe 13 M elandrium

apetalum; 14 Sibbaldia tetranda; 15 Chorigpora bungeana; 16 Stenocoelium pgoovii; 17 Polygonum songoricum; 18

Papaver croceum; 19 Cancrinia chrysocephala; 2Q Trachydium

tianschanicum; 21 Ranunculus pulchellus 22

Ranunculus nephelogenes 23 Polygonum viviparum; 24 Kobresia bellardii; 25 Draba alpina; 26 Ranunculus

brotherusii; 27 Primula algida; 28 Saxif raga hirculus 29 Carex melanantha; 3Q Swertia gracilif lora; 31

L eontopodium ochroleucum; 32 Thylacogpermum caepitosum; 33 L igusticun biolor; 34 Primula tibetica; 35 L agotis

decum bens
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Table 2 Background of elanent contents (ug/gDW ) of plant ecies in periglacial
environments from the surce area of Tianshan U rumqi River
Elements M ean M ax. M in M ean contents of terrestrial plants
Ca 8302 2 29500 1050 5000
M g 4008 0 5816 387 6 5000
Na 1969 0 12800 301 4 1000
K 4897 8 10240 106 5 3000
Fe 1165 89 6546 126 2 200
zZn 65 35 256 6 11 51 50
Mn 181 43 2976 9 45 100
Cu 7 59 40 48 331 20
Sr 34 87 110 1 54 2
N i 8 34 36 67 149 40
Co 6 51 33 33 1 49 Q5
Cd 4 93 23 33 122 Q 05
Ag 157 31 65 0 Q 05
Cr 11 55 18 33 405 Q 05
Pb 19 07 126 67 Q74 50
Li 127 11 25 Q 04 Q1
312 2 ,
, M n, 300 Li Pb K Fe,
50 300 NaAg CaNi zZn Co Cd SrNiMg 10

20 ,Cr Cu )
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Table 3 Characteristics of elenent contents (ug/gDW ) in three vertical distribution zones of
altifrigetic subnival vegetation collected from the source area of T ianshan U mugqi River

A Ipinemeadow plant A Ipine cushion plant A Ipine talus plant
Elenents N umber of N umber of N umber of
umber o er o er
ecies M ean ecies M ean gecies M ean
Ca 23 6588 3 8 7266 5 6 21335 3
Mg 23 3709 7 8 4702 8 6 4571 0
Na 23 870 3 8 901 6 6 10502 0
K 23 5128 8 8 5605 3 6 2779 4
Fe 23 958 0 8 1914 7 5 803 5
Co 23 5 50 8 5 78 5 12 11
Ni 23 7. 06 8 7. 59 5 14 77
Zn 23 67. 00 8 4 829 5 102 27
M n 23 88 09 8 63 54 6 657 67
Cu 23 8 06 8 5 61 6 76
Sr 23 27 38 8 27. 71 5 80 28
Cr 23 10 96 8 12 98 6 11 36
Pb 23 16 89 8 14 80 6 32 90
Cd 23 4 28 8 4 95 6 7 69
Ag 23 1 66 8 111 6 2 40
Li 23 121 8 176 6 Q 62
3 K CaNa )
, K Na ,Ca
n CaNa
, CaNa , K )
Mg , 3
Ca Sr Mn Zn
Ni Co )
Ca2+ D [8,9] Ca2+
[10] N a+

M Fe M n CaNa
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