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Progress of the Research of Stable Isotope in Precipitation

in China: A Review

LI Yaju's, ZHANG Ming-jun' ?,
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(1.College of Geography and Environment Sciences s Northwest Normal University » Lanzhou Gansu 730070 , China ; 2 .State Key
Laboratory of Cryospheric Sciences/ Tianshan Glaciological Station , CAREERI , CAS, Lanzhou Gansu 730000 , China)

Abstract: Precipitation is an important section in
water cycle. Isotope ratios in precipitation are as-
sociated with the meteorological process, which
display an obvious spatial and temporal distribu-
tion. So they can be used in inversing the atmos-
pheric processes, tracing the vapor source and re-

flecting the local weather and climate conditions.

The composition and distribution of stable isotope
in precipitation of China is summarized. The influ-
encing factors, as well as the recent research in
China (Tibetan Plateau, Northwest China arid
East China ), are presented. In addition, some ex-
isting problems are pointed out, and prospect of

future work was also put forwards.

Key words: precipitation; stable isotope; influence factor; distribution



