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HIGHLIGHTS

» We present a two-year investigation of dust impacts on alpine glacier meltwater.
» Particles in the melt are mainly composed by three parts with different sources.
* Accelerated glacier melting may affect physicochemistry of the meltwater.

* Glacier meltwater is probably influenced by dust deposition in central Asia.

ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT
Article history: This work discusses the temporal variation of various physicochemical species in the meltwater runoff of
Received 24 March 2014

Laohugou Glacier No. 12 (4260 m a.s.l.) in central Asia, and their correlation with dust particles, based on a
two-year field observation in summer 2012 and 2013, mainly focusing on dust concentration and size distribu-
tion, meltwater chemistry, particles SEM-EDX analysis in the meltwater, and MODIS atmospheric optical
depth fields around the Qilian Mountains in central Asia. We find that, the volume-size distribution of dust
particles in the meltwater is mainly composed of three parts, which includes fine aerosol particles (with diameter
of 0 ~ 3.0 um, mainly PM 2.5), atmospheric dust (with diameter of 3.0 ~ 20 um), and local dust particles
(20 ~ 100 pum), respectively. Comparison of dust particles in the snowpack and meltwater runoff indicates that,
large part of dust particles in the meltwater may have originated from atmospheric dust deposition to the
snow and ice on the glacier, and transported into the meltwater runoff. Moreover, temporal variation of dust
and major ions (especially crustal species) is very similar with each other, showing great influence of dust parti-
cles to the chemical constituents of the glacier meltwater. SPM and TDS implied significant influences of dust to
the physical characteristics of the glacier meltwater. Results showed that, accelerated glacier melting may affect
physicochemical characteristics of the meltwater at an alpine basin under global warming. MODIS atmospheric
optical depth (AOD) fields derived using the Deep Blue algorithm, showed great influence of regional dust trans-
portation over western Qilian Mountains in springtime. SEM-EDX analysis shows that dust particles in the glacier
meltwater contain Si-, Al-, Ca-, K-, and Fe-rich materials, such as quartz, albite, aluminate, and fly ash, similar to
that deposited in snowpack. These results showed great and even currently underestimated influences of
atmospheric dust deposition to glacier meltwater physicochemistry at an alpine basin in central Asia.
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1. Introduction

Aeolian (wind-blown) dust is an important source for trace and
major elements to the snowpack worldwide, as shown in ice core
records from polar, mid-latitude, and tropical glaciers (Correia et al.,
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2003; Hong et al., 2004a,b, 2005, 2009; Marteel, Gaspari, Boutron,
etal.,, 2009; Thevenon et al,, 2011). Dust contributes both soluble and in-
soluble mineral particles to snowpack, leading to differences in the fate
and transport of associated elements during snow melt runoff (Bacardit
and Camarero, 2010; Gaspari et al., 2006; Grotti et al., 2011). Atmo-
spheric dust transporting and related large amount of trace element
loading probably have important effect on global biogeochemical cycles
between atmosphere and hydrosphere. Research has revealed that,
many chemical elements in the oceans, e.g., trace elements Pb, Al, V,
Mn, and Zn and some hydrocarbons and organic elements, may mainly
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originate from remote atmospheric dust transmission, other than that
input from river transportation (Riley et al., 1989; Arimoto et al.,
1992). Dust brings abundant Fe, Al and other various trace elements
from crustal surface and industrial activities into the atmosphere and
ocean, affecting the nutrition supply of ocean ecosystem significantly.

Central Asia is in a major dust source region in the Northern
Hemisphere (Dong et al., 2009; Dong et al.,, 2010, 2011, 2014), from
where large amounts of dust have been transported to North China,
Japan, Korea, North Pacific, and America and even the Greenland ice
sheet in Arctic regions, under the impact of atmospheric circulation,
e.g., the westerly (Zhang et al., 2003; Ziegler et al., 2008; Wang
et al.,, 2014). The Laohugou Glacier basin (LHG) in western Qilian
Mountains is located in central region of Asian dust source (Dong
et al,, 2014). The glacier meltwater runoff may have been affected sig-
nificantly by atmospheric dust deposition, which is important water
resource in an arid and semi-arid region of northwestern China.
Thus it is important to find out the physicochemical characteristics
of glacier meltwater in the Laohugou Glacier basin of western Qilian
Mountains. Dust particles may impact the physicochemistry of the
meltwater runoff significantly, and dust constituents transforms from
one chemical state to another and different chemical species dissolves
into the meltwater, which will finally affect the hydrochemical charac-
teristics of the glacier meltwater. The physical constituents of glacier
meltwater runoff mainly include suspended particulate matter
(SPM) and total dissolved solid (TDS). In the global biogeochemical
cycle process, SPM and TDS, playing an important role in meltwater
runoff, and are also crucial parameters for chemical elements migra-
tion and transformation (Yao et al,, 2004).

Much research have estimated and discussed the sediment yield and
transport capacity of dissolved solid in the glacier meltwater runoff
(Raymo and Ruddiman, 1992; Meybeck and Ragu, 1997; Hodgkins
et al., 2003). However, little research has been carried out on dust
particle (mainly aeolian dust deposition in snow and ice from atmo-
spheric transportation) effects on the physicochemistry of glacier melt-
water runoff. Furthermore, study on dust particles and related chemical
elements' migration and transformation has not been carried out.
Therefore, this study mainly discusses a two-year temporal variation
of dust particles and various physicochemical species in the meltwater
during the glacier melting period, based on samples obtained at the
snow pits and glacier terminus meltwater in the LHG basin, which is
collected on glacier surface without effects of river bedrock and sedi-
ment on glacier meltwater physicochemistry, thus to find out the phys-
icochemical impacts of Asian dust particles on alpine glacier meltwater
at the Laohugou Glacier basin (LHG) in western Qilian Mountains of the
Asian dust source region. In this work, we analyze the concentration,
size distribution, morphology and chemical constituents of dust parti-
cles in the glacier meltwater and snow packs on the Laohugou Glacier
No. 12. SEM-EDX was used for dust morphology and chemical compo-
sition analysis. MODIS atmospheric optical depth (AOD) fields derived
using the Deep Blue algorithm, was also employed to examine the
atmospheric dust transportation over the Qilian Mountains.

2. Sampling and lab analysis

The Qilian Mountains is located in the northeast of the Tibet Plateau,
adjacent to the Hexi Corridor in arid and semiarid regions of northwest-
ern China, and is also within the source region of the central Asian
dust, where it is widely surrounded by large sandy deserts and the
Gobi desert. Laohugou Glacier basin (39°05'-39°40'N, 96°07’-97°04'E)
is at the northern slope of western Qilian Mountains with typical
continental climatic conditions. The Laohugou Glacier No. 12 is the
most typical glacier at the basin, with a length of 10 km and an area
of 20 km?, and was divided into two branches at the altitude of
4560 m a.s.l., providing large amount of glacier meltwater runoff to
the glacier basin in summer.

During June and September in 2012 and 2013, in the glacier ablation
period, we collected meltwater samples at the terminus (4260 m a.s.l.)
of Laohugou Glacier No. 12 (Fig. 1). A total of 124 samples of meltwater
were acquired. Samples were kept frozen and transported in the condi-
tion of — 18 °C until laboratory measurement at the State Key Laboratory
of Cryospheric Science of Chinese Academy of Sciences. In addition,
we digged two snow pits in the accumulation area (5040 m a.s.l.) of
Laohugou Glacier No. 12 in June, 2012, with depth ranging from 0.90 m
to 1.65 m, and a capacity of 400 mL for each sample, and totally 80
snow samples were finally collected. The average of dust mass in melt-
water runoff was compared to the snow samples obtained in accumula-
tion zone, in order to find out the transmission process and sources of
dust particles in the glacier meltwater.

Micro-particle concentrations and size distributions were measured
on an Accusizer 780A counter, which uses the Single Particle Optical
Sensing (SPOS) method, equipped with a 120 orifice (Zhu et al., 2006;
Dong et al., 2009). Measurements were performed under class 100 con-
ditions on sample aliquots diluted with a pre-filtered NaCl solution to
give a 2 vol.% electrolyte concentration. The data were acquired for a
size range of 0.57 to 400 um (micrometers) equivalent spherical diam-
eter (d). Routine analysis of filtered deionized water blanks showed
background counts to be on average 10 times lower than in samples.
Moreover, background counts were subtracted from the sample
data. All samples were analyzed in random order and in triplicate.
Results were then averaged for individual samples, yielding an estimat-
ed error of 10% or less on particle concentrations. The mass and volume
size distribution of micro-particles were calculated from the raw count
data by assuming spherical particles of uniform density p = 2.6 g cm ™2,
which is close to that of average crustal material (Wake et al., 1994;
Zdanowicz et al., 1998). Mass was derived by integrating the mass
size distribution over the measured diameter range and normalizing
the result to the sample volume.

To improve our understanding of the physical and chemical proper-
ties of individual particles from the snowpack, snow samples were also
analyzed to determine the morphology, and chemical composition of
individual dust particles, and to find out other components of particles,
using a scanning electron microscopy coupled with energy dispersive
X-ray spectrometer (SEM-EDX). Five of the snow samples were melted
at room temperature just before filtration, and they were filtered
on polycarbonate filters (Millipore Corporation) with a diameter of
47 mm and a pore size of 0.8 pm. Thus, only particles with diameters
larger than 0.8 um were collected and analyzed. The filtrations were
completed in a class 1000 clean room at the State Key Laboratory of
Cryospheric Sciences, Chinese Academy of Sciences. Polycarbonate
filters were best suited for SEM observation due to the smooth surface
texture, which makes individual particles much easier to discern than
other types. First, approximately one-tenth of the polycarbonate filter
was cut and then glued to a standard 12.5 mm aluminum SEM
stub using double-faced adhesive carbon tape. Then, the specimen
was coated with a thin carbon film by the electric arc high vacuum
method. A Zeiss EVO MAR 10 SEM equipped with EDX was used for
manual analyses. Operating conditions were 20 kV accelerating voltage
and 480 pA beam current with spectral acquisition times of 60 s (Dong
etal, 2014).

We also discussed Asian aerosol dust transportation over the Qilian
Mountains and its influences on glacier meltwater. Data from the
Cloud Aerosol Lidar and Infrared Pathfinder Satellite Observation
(CALIPSO) mission (http://www-calipso.larc.nasa.gov) were used
to characterize vertical distribution of dust transportation around
the Qilian Mountains. Attenuated backscatter (reflectivity) profiles
at 532 nm are provided by the Cloud-Aerosol Lidar with Orthogonal
Polarization (CALIOP) installed on CALIPSO (Winker et al., 2003) with
vertical and horizontal resolutions of 60 m and 12 km, respectively.
The CALIOP-derived reflectivity is used as a proxy to describe the dust
layer structure as it depends on aerosol concentration and its optical
properties (Bou Karam et al., 2010). Examination of the NCEP/NCAR
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Fig. 1. Map showing the sampling sites at Laohugou Glacier No. 12 in western Qilian Mountains, and the satellite image is from Google Earth.

reanalysis (Kalnay et al., 1996) and local meteorological data together dust deposition events to a precision of specific days and establishing
with the Moderate Resolution Imaging Spectroradiometer (MODIS) broad source regions of the dust (e.g. Taklimakan deserts or Badain
atmospheric optical depth (AOD) (Hsu et al,, 2006) data enabled dating ~ Jaran Desert).

Table 1
Dust concentration and mean size in meltwater of Glacier No. 12 in the Laohugou Glacier basin.
Mean Standard deviation Minimum Maximum Variation coefficient *
Number in June/mL™! 283,302 38,862 262,612 378,094 0.13718
Number in July/mL~! 293,076 47,618 258,233 467,479 0.16248
Number in August/mL~" 243,198 46,226 276,543 434,053 0.13469
Mean number/mL ™! 275,846 52,404 258,233 467,479 0.16592
Mean mass/pg L' 870,541 363,666 262,612 1,526,380 0.39197
Mean size/um 139 0.1587 11 1.72 0.11409

* Variation coefficient is an index showing the difference extent among variable values, indicating dust concentration in the study.
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Fig. 2. Temporal variation of mean size and mass concentration of dust particles in the glacier meltwater of Laohugou Glacier No. 12 in summer 2012-2013.

3. Results and discussion

3.1. Concentration and size distribution of dust particles in glacier
meltwater and comparison with snow packs

Table 1 shows the mean dust particle concentration and size in the
meltwater of Glacier No. 12 during the ablation period in 2012 and
2013. Results indicate that, mean particle size is 1.39 um, while mean
number concentration is 316 x 10%>/mL; and mean mass concentration
is 870 x 10° pg/L. Generally, fine dust particles were dominant in the
meltwater, which was well comparable to the mean size of atmospheric
dust in the snowpack on alpine glaciers in central Asia (Dong et al.,
2009, 2011, 2014). Dust concentration varied in different time periods
of the ablation season, showing low value in June, and then increased
value in July, and decreased again in August. Preliminary analysis dem-
onstrates that such a variation process is closely related to the ablation
extent of glacier in summer, as the data in 2009 indicated that the
max of glacier ablation also appeared in July (with the maximum of
mean monthly air temperature in summer), and then released large
amount of dust particles from snow and ice, which thus moved into
the glacier meltwater runoff and caused increased dust mean size and
concentration in July.

Fig. 2 shows temporal variation of mean size and mass concentration
of dust particles in the glacier meltwater of Laohugou Glacier No. 12 in
summer 2012 and 2013. We find that, both dust concentration and
mean size gradually increased in July, which then decreased in August
during the melting season. The highest dust concentration often
occurred in July, which is consistent with the increase of precipitation
and air temperature in the glacier basin. Precipitation has obvious effect
on the variation of dust concentration in the glacier melt runoff, as
precipitation could bring large amount of atmospheric dust and various
impurities by wet deposition. Research has indicated that dust activity
can bring large amount of particles from crustal surface to the atmo-
sphere during springtime and summer in central Asia, which then
transported and partly deposited to the alpine glacier basin in the Qilian
Mountains. During the precipitation events, dust particles deposited
on the glacier snowpack and meltwater, which may affect the dust con-
centration of glacier meltwater runoff. Meanwhile, according to the
samples sites located at the glacier terminus surface, we inferred that

the meltwater samples were little influenced by physical and chemical
erosion of the bedrock. Besides precipitation, the increase of glacier
melting and related dust emission from snow and ice was probably
the main reason for dust concentration variation in the meltwater.

Figs. 3 and 4 show the size distributions of dust particles in the
glacier meltwater. Fig. 3 shows the number-size distribution of dust
particles in the meltwater of Glacier No. 12 (mean of 128 samples)
(Fig. 3) during summer in 2012 and 2013. Number-size dust particles
in the snow indicated that most of the dust particle diameter is
<2.0 pm, implying the significant influences of finer particles of atmo-
spheric dust to alpine glacial meltwater of central Asia, which is similar
to that of snowpack on the Glacier No. 12 (Dong et al., 2014). Fig. 3b
shows the temporal change of number-size distribution (monthly
mean) of fine dust particles in the glacier meltwater, reflecting variation
process of dust number distribution, with lower total number in June
and increased number in July, and then decreased again in August.
Fig. 4 shows the temporal change (June-August) of volume-size distri-
bution (monthly mean) of dust particles of the meltwater, in which the
peak value of the curve is the modal size (um) of the dust particles
(Fig. 4b). Table 2 shows the parameters of volume size distribution of
dust particles at various sites shown in Fig. 4b. We find that, the tempo-
ral change process is very similar between dust size distribution and
concentration in June to August in 2012 (Table 2), showing highest
value of dust in July of melting period when there was relatively higher
air temperature (Sun et al., 2012). Such phenomenon may be caused
by the air temperature change and related glacier melting during the
ablation period. The higher air temperature in July results in abnormally
intense ablation of the snow and ice in the LHG basin.

Research has shown that, the peak value of the lognormal curve in
volume size distribution is the modal size (um) of the dust particles. In
the meltwater of Laohugou Glacier No. 12, the mode value of particle
size about volume distribution of dust particles ranges from 3.0 to
~20 um primarily, which is the main particle fraction of dust in the
glacier meltwater. The volume-size distribution of dust particles
shows a bio-modal structure. Dust volume-size distribution in the melt-
water is closely related to regional atmospheric environment, glacier
melting and local meteorology in the Laohugou Glacier basin. Fig. 4
shows that the dust particles are mainly composed of three parts
in the meltwater (Fig. 4a), including finer particles of aerosol particle
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Fig. 3. Average number-size distribution of dust particles in the glacier meltwater during summer 2012 (a), and temporal change of number-size distribution of fine dust particles in the

meltwater (b), in which JJA represents June to August (June, July and August).

deposition (0 ~ 3.0 um, mainly PM 2.5), atmospheric dust particles (3.0
~ 20 pm, mainly PM 10 of central Asia), and also local coarser dust par-
ticles (20 ~ 100 um). The lognormal volume size distribution of dust
from both atmospheric dust emission of glacier melting and local coars-
er particles, shows a firstly raised and then decreased trend in the melt-
ing period, which is very similar to that of dust concentration. Moreover,
the mode of size distribution of dust particles also shows such a change
tendency. Table 2 is a comparison of concentration with volume-size
distribution parameters of dust particles in the glacier snow pits and
meltwater showing in Fig. 4, indicating similar size distribution mode
of dust in the meltwater and snow pits for particles distributed at 3.0
~ 20 um (Fig. 5). The mode value of size distribution of dust particles
is 14.5 um, 16.0 pm and 12.8 um in June, July and August, respectively,
which is an obvious similar change tendency with dust concentration.
Therefore, the temporal change of dust concentration, size distribution
and modal in the meltwater may be greatly influenced by glacier melt-
ing and corresponded dust emission in summer. At the beginning of
melting period in June, the glacier melting is slow with few dust particle
emissions from snow and ice, and dust particles are primary finer parti-
cles. As glacier melting gets intense in July, more dust particles are

melted out, and dust concentration and mean size also increased in
the meltwater. Moreover, the increase of meltwater due to strong gla-
cier ablation in July may strengthen external moraine erosion of the gla-
cier meltwater, which could also increase the concentration of coarser
dust particles to the meltwater in some extent. However, as this work
is mainly observed on the glacier surface, and the moraine particles
are always much larger than the dust particles in the snowpack
(d > 100 pum), thus the influence of moraine erosion is not any-
more discussed in detail here.

3.2. Temporal variation of various physicochemical constituents of the
glacier meltwater during melting period in summer

Concentrations of various chemical constituents of the meltwa-
ter in Glacier No. 12 of Laohugou basin are presented in Table 3. Mean
concentration of major ions shows SO~ > Ca? ™ > Na™ > HCO3 > Mg+ >
K*>Cl~>NOj3, among which Ca?* is the dominant cation in concentra-
tion accounting for 41.4%, while SO7~ is the dominant anion accounting
for 68.2%. It is different from the chemical constituents' composition in
the snow pits on Glacier No. 12, and most of SO~ from crustal dust
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Fig. 4. Volume-size distribution comparison of dust in glacier meltwater in the glacier
basin of Laohugou from June to September of 2012, showing (a) the particles are mainly
composed of three parts in the meltwater; (b) the log-normal distribution of atmospheric
dust particle fraction (3 ~ 20 um), in which a, b, ¢, d represent the dust size distribution of
June, July, August and monthly mean, respectively. JJA represents the months of June to
August (June, July and August).

dissolving is the possible reason which leads to higher SO~ value in the
meltwater. We estimate the concentration of HCO3™ by calculating ionic
balance, as the ion imbalance of samples may be caused by the
undetected HCO3" in accumulated snow. The mean pH of meltwater sam-
ples is 7.397 with weak alkalescency. EC value is high in the meltwater
(135 ps/cm). The mean TDS concentration is 61.43 mg/L, which is much
smaller than that of mineral dust particles (870 mg/L). Fig. 6 shows the
relative ratio for various major ions in the meltwater of Glacier No. 12.
Fig. 6a represents the relative relation between anions' concentration,
and Fig. 6b represents that of the cations. We find that, the larger propor-
tion of cations and anions are Ca2™, Na* and SOZ~, CI™, respectively.
Considering the regional atmospheric environment and Asian dust sur-
rounding, we can infer that, the chemical constituents' contents of glacier
meltwater are obviously influenced by mineral dust input of central Asia.

Table 2

Fig. 7 shows the temporal change of various chemical species in
the meltwater of Laohugou Glacier No. 12 during June to September in
2012. The monthly variation of chemical composition is very obvious
in summer, especially in July with increase of some major ions' concen-
tration. However, there are differences between ions' variation trend.
Those ions often originated from crustal dust particles, such as Ca®™,
Na*, Mg?™, K" and CI~, have similar variation trends, with higher con-
centration in the strong melting period in July and decreased concentra-
tion in August, which is consistent with the change of dust
concentration in the meltwater; While the concentration of SO3~ and
NO3 shows an increasing trend during the melting period, which
many be caused by increased anthropogenic activities and frequent
lightning in summer. Research indicated that the main sources of
SOZ~ in the glacier region are mineral dust and anthropogenic pollu-
tion, while the source of NO3™ is more complex, including atmosphere
lighting, stratosphere exchange, sea salt, soil dust, and human pollution.
Much work demonstrated that the concentration of Ca?>* and SO3~
deposited in the glacier showed clear seasonal change at the source re-
gion of the central Asian dust, which is coincident with atmospheric
dust activities, with higher dust concentration in springtime (March to
May) and lower concentration in summer-autumn (Dong et al., 2010;
Lietal, 2011). Moreover, chemical constituents of dust in precipitation
are also significantly affected by Asian dust activities. We can infer that,
the obvious increase of Ca>* and SO~ concentrations in the meltwater
during July is not caused by regional atmospheric dust dry deposition or
wet deposition in precipitation, other than emission of large amount
dust particles from strongly melted glacier in the LHG basin. Ca%™
could represent the mineral particles of Asian dust, which are generally
in high concentration from March to June in springtime. Research on
Urumgqi Glacier No. 1 indicated that the variation of NHZ concentration
was different from that of SO; ~ and other ions in fresh snow of the
glacier region, as the concentration of SO;~ was higher in spring and
summer and similar with the variation of Ca?™, while the seasonal
change of NHZ was weak (Dong and Li, 2011). In this work, the con-
centration of Ca®>* well reflected the increasing trend of dust particles’
concentration in the meltwater during the summer. As the soluble
parts of Asian dust, Ca® " could also reflect the influences of dust parti-
cles to the chemical species concentration of glacier meltwater with
strong erosion effect in summer (Table 4).

Moreover, as there are some glacial moraines on the surface at
the ablation zone of Glacier No. 12 (at the elevation of 4300 to
4500 m a.s.l.), so there exists meltwater hydrolysis process of surface
moraines. The increase of various chemical species in the meltwater
may be partly caused by surface moraines' erosion. However, as the
size distribution of dust particles in the meltwater is dominantly finer
particles (modal of 3 ~ 20 um, and most particle diameter < 2 pm), we
infer that the influence of dust particles from snow and ice is more im-
portant. The source of various chemical species in Laohugou Glacier
meltwater is mainly (or large partial) influenced by dust particles
from snow and ice melting and accumulation on the surface. Based
on concentration, size distribution and chemical composition, we can
infer that the dust particles in the meltwater are mainly from atmo-
spheric dust deposition, For example, the crustal species of Ca®>*, Na™,
Mg?*, K+ and CI~ are in high concentration in July, which is consistent
with the temporal variation of meltwater dust particles during the

Concentration and volume-size distribution parameters of dust particles in the glacier snow pits and meltwater showing in Fig. 4b.

Sample type Sample time Sample number Mass concentration (ug kg™ ') Size mode (um) Standard deviation (um)
Glacier snow pits Winter-spring 26 1860 15.2 9.8

Summer-autumn 54 1368 124 10.6

Annual average 80 1206 12.5 8.6
Glacier melt runoff June 8 2180 14.5 89

July 22 1679 16.0 10.1

August 26 1724 12.8 9.2
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we think that such erosion function is not a large influence to meltwater
dust, as we collected the samples on glacier surface at the terminus.
Moreover, with summer air temperature rise, vegetation growing

melting period of summer. Besides the effect of glacial dust, the erosion
function of glacier surface moraine may be another reason that leads
to chemical species concentration change in the meltwater. However,

Table 3
Concentration of various chemical constituents of the glacier meltwater in the Laohugou basin.

Chemical species Mean Standard deviation Minimum Maximum Mid-value Variation coefficient
Cl=/pg L1 483 234 137 1402 472 0.4850
SO% /ug L' 12,018 5002 5078 33,097 10,756 0.4162
NO; /ug L' 428 207 114 1141 401.8 0.4854
Na™/ug L™! 6910 2795 2495 14,811 6091.7 0.4046
KtugL™! 570 315 117 1300 532.35 0.5525
Mg?*/ug L1 2839 1644 641 11,487 2537 0.5790
Ca®jug L7! 7313 3002 2568 21,489 7054 0.4105
HCO5 /g L™ 4703 2387 907 15,099 4654 04321
EC/ps cm™! 135 25 83 203 133 0.1902
pH 7.39 0.26 7.03 8.01 733 0.0362
TDS/mg L™! 61.4 132 40.1 98.1 64.3 0.1993
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Fig. 6. Triangle graphs showing relative ratio for chemical composition of major ions in the meltwater, (a) represents the relative relation between anions and (b) represents that of cations.

and increased human activities' pollution emission may be another
reason that leads to temporal change of chemical constituents in
meltwater runoff, for example, the concentration of SO3~ and NO3
have an increasing trend continuously with the raised air temperature
in summer.

Furthermore, temporal variations of physical parameters (e.g., pH
and EC) are also in correspondence to the dust concentration (SPM)
and TDS change (Fig. 8 and 9), which both have change trend of high
value in July and then decrease in the meltwater of Laohugou Glacier
No. 12. Such changes are similar to the variation of various chemical
species, particularly those from crustal dust. The pH showed weak
alkalescency in the meltwater, which is often in high value when dust
concentration increased, with chemical ions' concentration increased
in the meltwater. Thus the increase of dust caused the increase of pH
and EC value of the meltwater. SPM and TDS are important parameters
for the physicochemical characteristics of meltwater runoff (Xu et al.,
2012; Shi, 2006; Zhu et al., 2006; Gao et al., 2011). The EC could also re-
flect the total concentration of various chemical species in meltwater
(Williams et al., 1995; Lafreniere and Sharp, 2005). The variation of
these physical parameters (e.g., SPM, TDS and EC) probably implied
that mineral dust particles input has significant effects on the concen-
tration and migration-transformation of various physicochemical
species in glacier meltwater. Thus the soluble fraction of dust affects
the physicochemical constitutes of meltwater in Laohugou basin to a
large extent.

However, in this study, the sampling site at the glacier terminus
probably greatly reduces the influence of the erosion of river bedrock
in the runoff, and the migration-transformation process of various
chemical species of meltwater will be more complex during migration
process with river bed erosion (Agren et al.,, 2010; Ollivier et al., 2010;
Welch et al., 2010; Fortner et al.,, 2011; Xia et al., 2012). Fig. 9 shows a
comparison of SPM and TDS variation in meltwater of Laohugou Glacier
No. 12 during summer 2012 and 2013, and temporal variation of TDS
and SPM in the meltwater has a regularly similar change with each
other. TDS variation is in coincident with that of dust concentration,
implying that crustal dust particles affect the concentration of TDS in
the meltwater significantly.

3.3. SEM-EDX morphological analysis for dust particles in the meltwater

The size, shape and morphological parameters of particles are differ-
ent under the microscope. In most cases, the factors that characterize
particles are not their elementary forms, but the organization of their
structures. To obtain the optimal perspective, different magnification

levels are used for insoluble particles with different purposes. In
this study, the lowest magnification (500x) could discriminate in
the order of tens of microns and the highest magnification (10,000 x)
can discriminate in the order of tens of nanometers. Comprehensive
compositional and structural information can be obtained through this
method. 10 x 10° particles were observed at 3000 x magnification with-
in the magnified area, and a total of 305 particles with regular shapes
(including spherical carbon particles and biological particles) were ana-
lyzed by EDX to study their elemental composition and possible miner-
alogy. Smooth spherical particles, mostly fly ash particles, emanating
from high temperature industrial combustion, are mostly characterized
by a spherical shape, which results from melting processes that occur
during their formation (Umbria et al,, 2004). Among dust particles, min-
eral particles dominate the most of the particles in the meltwater of the
Laohugou basin. Dust particles in the snow are mainly mineral particles,
besides some fly ash and soot. EDX showed that mineral particles con-
tain Si, Al, Ca, K, and Fe-rich materials, such as, quartz, albite, and alumi-
nate, which are very similar to that deposited in snowpack on the
Glacier No. 12 at the altitude of 5040 m a.s.l. of the accumulation zone
(Umbria et al., 2004). From the above analysis, we can infer that dust
morphological characteristics in the meltwater are influenced by atmo-
spheric dust from the snowpack of the glacier significantly, and proba-
bly that these particles in meltwater are large partially originated from
snow and ice melting (Fig. 10).

3.4. Discussion

From the above analysis, we will discuss the effects of dust particles
on the physicochemical characteristics in the meltwater of the
Laohugou Glacier basin. The Laohugou Glacier region and the glaciers
in the whole western Qilian Mountains are under high altitude atmo-
spheric environment, where it is significantly influenced by Asian dust
transportation, especially dust storms from the large sandy deserts of
central Asia in springtime, and also dust particles deposited and pre-
served in snow and ice of the alpine glaciers. The elevated AOD values
were registered by MODIS (Fig. 11a). MODIS AOD values for 01 May to
01 June in 2012 and CALIOP/CALIPSO transect showed strong backscat-
tering signal indicative of the continuing dust uplift and circulation of
dust over the region and its extension toward the Qilian Mountains
(Fig. 11). Those preserved dust particles are probably released by accel-
erated glacier melting under global warming, and then affect the phys-
icochemical characteristics of the meltwater significantly. In addition,
dust particles may bring plenty of major and rare chemical elements
dissolving into the glacier meltwater, which thus have an important
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Fig. 7. Temporal changes of various chemical species in the meltwater of Glacier No. 12 during summer 2012.

effect on physicochemical characteristics of the meltwater with the highly in correspondence to the temporal variation of air temperature
meltwater migration and transformation. and glacier melting extent. For example, the dust concentration and

In the study, dust concentration and size distribution of the melt- size distribution in July, were higher than that in other months when
water well reflected the intense glacier melting and related amount of the glacier melt intensely, and then decreased in August again. Mean-
particle emission during different time periods in summer, which is while, the dust particle in meltwater was similar to the dust preserved
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Table 4
SEM-EDKX particle type and their element chemical composition of dust parties in the
meltwater of Laohugou Glacier No. 12.

Type Ratio (%) Percent of mass for various chemical elements (%)

Na Mg Al Si d K Ca Ti Fe S
Si-rich ~ 50.6 02 1 13 56 45 42 14 23 14 -
Ca-rich 305 01 19 112 17 37 32 46 84 135 28
Al-rich 7.8 - 0.5 98 18 45 84 32 34 36 5.6
K-rich 7.6 12 15 163 13 42 35 14 6.5 18 -
Fe-rich 1.3 - 43 12 28 35 63 42 31 34 -

The significance of bold data was at 0.001 level.

in snow and ice, e.g., dust size distribution and mode. For instance,
Volume-size distribution of the insoluble dust particles is mainly
composed of three parts in the meltwater (Fig. 4a), including finer par-
ticles of atmospheric aerosol (0 ~ 3.0 um), atmospheric dust particles
(3.0 ~ 20 pm), as well as local coarser particles (20 ~ 100 um). Com-
parison of the lognormal distribution size of atmospheric dust particles
(3 ~ 20 um), implies that dust particles in meltwater are large partially
from dust emission of the glacier snow and ice (Fig. 5b). Compared
with dust particles in the snow pits, the source of dust physicochemical
constituents in the glacier meltwater is more complex in the Laohugou
basin, which is mainly composed of three parts, reflecting the significant
influences of atmospheric dust transportation and local dust input.
Moreover, dust particles probably also have obvious effects on other
physicochemical characteristics of the meltwater. Firstly, the relative
ratio of chemical ions in the meltwater shows the dominant ions
of Ca?™, Na™, SO3~ and Cl™, respectively. Considering the regional at-
mospheric environment of the Asian dust source, we can infer that the
chemical constituents mainly reflect the apparent effects of mineral
dust input on glacier meltwater. Secondly, the temporal variation of
the concentration of various chemical ions, particularly those ions main-
ly coming from crustal dust, is consistent with that of dust particles dur-
ing melting period. Major ions mainly from mineral dust particles, such
as Ca®*, Nat, Mg?™, K and CI~, have similar variation trends during

summer. The higher value of chemical ions' concentration occurred in
the strong melting period of July, and decreased in August, which is
well in correspondence to the change of dust concentration in the melt-
water and strong glacier melting. However, the concentration of other
chemical ions, e.g., SO~ and NO3, shows an increase trend in summer,
which is probably caused by increased temperature in summer and ac-
celerated emission of human activities' pollutions. Furthermore, the
temporal variations of pH, EC and TDS, reflected the effects of dust par-
ticles on physical characteristics of the meltwater. When the concentra-
tion of dust particles is higher, both pH and EC also show high values,
mainly in the intense glacier melting period in July. Moreover, the tem-
poral changes of SPM and TDS concentration have similar trends, imply-
ing the significant influences of dust particles on the TDS in the
meltwater runoff of glaciers in central Asia. Additionally, SEM-EDX
analysis shows that dust particles in glacier meltwater contain Si-, Al-,
Ca-, K-, and Fe-rich materials, such as quartz, albite, aluminate, and fly
ash, which are very similar to that deposited in snowpack on the glacier.

4. Conclusions

This work discussed the temporal variation of various physico-
chemical species in the meltwater runoff of Laohugou Glacier No. 12
(4260 m a.s.l.) in central Asia, and their correlation with dust particles,
based on a two-year field observation from June to September in 2012
and 2013, mainly focusing on dust concentration and size distribution,
chemistry, particle SEM-EDX analysis in meltwater and MODIS atmo-
spheric optical depth fields in central Asia. During the melting period,
large amounts of dust particles are melted from ice and snow of the
glacier and then dispersed into the meltwater, which is very important
for the change of physicochemical characteristics of glacier meltwater.
We find that the volume-size distribution of dust particles in the melt-
water runoff of Glacier No. 12 is mainly composed of three parts, which
are fine aerosol particles (with diameter of O ~ 3.0 um, mainly PM 2.5),
atmospheric dust (with diameter of 3.0 ~ 20 um), and local dust
particles (20 ~ 100 um), respectively. Comparison of dust particles in
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the snowpack and meltwater runoff indicates that large part of dust ions (especially crustal species, such as Ca®>*, Na™, Mg?*, K*, and CI™)
particles in the meltwater may have originated from atmospheric is very similar with each other, showing great influence of dust particles
dust deposition in snow and ice on the glacier, and transported into to the chemical constituents of the glacier meltwater runoff. Particle con-
the meltwater runoff. Moreover, temporal variation of dust and major centration is relatively high in July, and decreases in August, which is

JSM G701F 5| 50KV X20000 WD 80mm

10000 WD 78mm 1m

Fig. 10. SEM-EDX images of dust particles in the glacier meltwater runoff at the Laohugou basin, (a) various dust particles in a typical sample, (b) spherical fly ash, (c) calcium sulfate, and
(d) aluminosilicate.
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highly correlated with glacier melting velocity in this region. However,
S03~ and NO5™ concentrations show an increasing trend during June to
September, which may be caused by increased anthropogenic species
input. SPM and TDS also show a similar change trend with dust particles
in the meltwater, implying significant influences of glacier dust particles
to TDS in the glacier region of Laohugou in the Qilian Mountains in cen-
tral Asia. The variation of these physical parameters (e.g., SPM, TDS and
EC) probably implied that mineral dust particles' input has significant ef-
fects on the concentration and migration-transformation of various
physicochemical species in glacier meltwater.

MODIS atmospheric optical depth (AOD) fields derived using
the Deep Blue algorithm, showed great influence of regional dust trans-
portation over western Qilian Mountains. SEM-EDX analysis shows that
dust particles in glacier meltwater contain Si-, Al-, Ca-, K-, and Fe-rich

materials, such as quartz, albite, aluminate, and fly ash, which are very
similar to that deposited in snowpack on the glacier. These results
showed great and even currently underestimated influences of atmo-
spheric environment, including both local dust and anthropogenic ac-
tivities, to glacier meltwater physicochemistry at an alpine basin in
central Asia.
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